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HOMES & CONDOS L 

CA BRIDGE �

Waterscape gives historic site aclean start �
Luxury, 12-storey condo 
will rise on site of 
fonner coal oil factory 
on banks of Grand River 
PAT BRENNAN 
SPECIAL10 THE STA.R 

The downtown core in manyofOn­
tario's communi ties nre blessed 
witlt .Uracti""sites forwndomini· 
um living. But some of those sillls 
are cursed with 'Ill environmen t:aJ 
heritage that erects roadblod.. to 
their redevelopment 
Dl!veloper Paul de Haas tackles 

�~�'�U�C �h challenges. He bas .uccessfuJ­
Iy converted lndustrial brownfield 
sit.es in the hearts ofGuclph. Water · 
100. Kitchener and Toronto to . t· �
\r.Jctive re<idcntial projects. �

But an old factory th.t produced 
co'.!l oil Oil the tr.mks of !.he Grand 
ru,,-er in downtown Cambridge ­
one of Canada'. first Heri tage Riv­
ers - has been hi> biggc<t <!are. ft 
took nearly fiw years of negotia' 
tions. frustrations and irtnovative 
thinking. bu tod<\y the lUl<ury con· 
doml nium Waterscape on the 
Grand Ri""" is rising on thuitethat 
will SClvt! as • new gate ....ay to the 
limestone cono ofwbat many peo. 
ple.till c::all Galt 

�G�a�l �~� of course, WBS married In 
1973 to Preston, Hespeltlr and the 
settlement of Blair to gi'" birth to 
the new cityof Cambridge. 
Residents wil l begin moving this 

summer into the 12-otorey lirot 
pbllsc of Waterscape and lor many 
pml.,.,'" it'll be a . hort tri p for 
�t�h �~� mlwing van. [);, Haas said his 
project has been " ,ry popular wi tit 
owners of Ittrge homes in and 11e..'If 
lhecitycorcwhoW'.mt to staycio,. 
to their heloved downtown. but no 
longer need a 5,000 square-foot 
house on a Ittrge loL 
DI! Haas said his Wate<>eape .ite 

would still be the �V�1�l�C�a�l�l�~� �p�o �l�l �u �t�~�'�<�i� 

eyesore it had been torhalfacentu­
ry on one of the prettiest stretches 
of the historic Grand River. if it 
hadn" been for the cxtn efforts 
made by Cambridge Mayor Doug 
Craig and city councillor Ben Tucci 
to :nnooth many of the bumps h 
fuccd tIying w get a building per ­
mil 
Craigand Tucci hnd,;cen otherde­ were not in place by Oct. 31 As of afford to resUTn'Ct �t�h�o�s�~� sites with­

\-elnpers give up trying to rectev.:lop Oct. 7, after th"'" Y"aJ'l! ofbyingwc " ur incenth.,. and financial help of 
the contammated site where the still hnd o\llstanding issues wi th some sort rrom the municipalities 
Gal Gas Works operut.ed from lBS7 three of the four aI.Ithorities. The orsenior levelB "r gowmment_ 
In 19U.[t woI$demolishediflI920to dedication and reoognition by the -nlel'!' are "" me wonderful sites 
make Wlly fo r a tcxti]e mil l that was mayor and councillor of lbtl impor­ that c-.lIl be pul to good use ill the 
demolL<hed in 1980. Th· site "':IS tance of this project to thele city, cities, but i t is much easier for. de· 
contaminated with roai tar. had them dewtecountless houn; to vclopeno ruthousing out on green 
-"J'hey Wcre instrumental in get­ �o�v�.�:�~ �1� the process to ensure agrirultural lands than it is toclcan 

ting the other Inlljo r upprovnJ bod· that it would m.,.." in lIS timely a up old industriru sites,'" said de 
ies in sync with one another - way"" "'as poWble.· :;aid de H..... Haas. 
namely the Region ofWaterloo, the "We really 11",-"<1 a better attitude Tucci said Cambndge and the Re­
M ini.qtry of Environment, and the of cooperation between private gion of Waterloo waved the devel· 
Grund River COrulcrwtion Author­ business and Ule variou. levels of opment clurges on theWate11lC8pe 
ity. Their effort. were extremely government if_are going to l'On­ ,ile and applied a tax Increment 
strong during the credit crisis last vert abandoned browufields in the gr-oIIIt program which returns the 
fall (2008) when the project firumc· urban ""no to residentW use; said increased t.nx r'1'!V1!oue from the nc­
ing was set to expire if all permits de HIllIS. '"The private ...etor can"t cupit."<I site Lo the develuper to pay 

'=========================""'il for the additionnl COllis of cleAning 
up n brownfieJd si te - asopposed to 
3 greenfield slte - for a .pccified�£�~�G�c�r�Q�E�l�0�E�1�w�t�B� period "J' un til a prcdetenruned 
amount Iw; been reac.hed. 
it's a win·win situation forevery·�D�f�.�1�)�c�!�l�~� 

body," said 'l'u<:d, who represents 
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Paul �~ Hus, right, lKesldent of H§stown Group, .Iong with Bob Ga.,ola, 
5ef110r dewlopment manage", __ iew construction from acroSS the �r�i�v�e�r�~� 

A...llable w iles ale priced from $159,900 tor a one bedroom wilh 528 square feel, to $484,900 for two bedrooms and a den .nd 1,405 square teet. 

residences from where wt! previ. 
ously had a weant ugly iit" as the 
cntrnnce to our downtown. 
"Waterscape bJls become 8 ml1l­

Iyst for other developments in the 
dtyror This was a much·"",tched 
.itc and process. Downtown .nn­
hridge has great potential. but th' 
plivatc sector needs to �S�C�~ thereaT'{' 
incentives Or llI1 attitude ofcooper­
ation :U city hall to tuke on. theo;.,. 
chanenging siles." 
Cambridge allowed de HBa., to 

"",,-er the condo ,ite into two sep­
arnle parcels 90 that construction 
of the fi nt phase could .tart. while 
dean-up work contlil ues on the 
:IOuth halfofthe site. 
There were 115 , ui tes in the first 

pl1as<! llI1d de Haa.l said some buy­
ers ""VI! purchased .djomlngsui tcs 
to L-re.ate larger cu!tomized n!Si­
dences valued at more than 'l mil­
lion. 
There are still suites available in 

each size priced from $159,900 fora 
" no bedroom with 528 square feet, 
to $<184.900 [or two bedrooms and 
od"" ;Uld 1,405 square reel 
Monthly mainteruutcefcesarees­

timat.-d at 36 'ento a month per 
square fOOL Th ' sc<oond pIw;e will 
be aslmilarsize. 
The Waller Bean Grund River 

Trail slips past Waterscape be­
twwn the huiJdiDg and the rn-er. 
You C3Il follow it upstream two­
dozen kilometres to Ontario's last 
rowred bridge at West Montro6e 
and eventually you can foU w the 
trnil down>b'cam to Pari,- Or �~�'�O �U� 

can re1ax at the Water Club Oil the 
roofofthc oondoandwatch thehik­
e.... and Jmyalu!rs go up and down 
tht'rivc.r. 
From the roof you e,m ru!lll start 

yoW' 0 5Chedule for wlItdting 
trains roD across a high trestle OWl' 

the Grund, just upstreun from the 

wn swt" or from the outdoor !er­
r..."" on the roof. TIle Water dub 
will a1"" include a gynl, chAng 
rooms tmdaoor/loungewlthn fire­
place, &Swell "" theoutdDort.,.,.,..", 

I mmediately SOUUI of Wl\Icr · 
.$Cape,. restaul.dtcur Aaron Cinn­
cone is >-pending $5 mllbon to re­
furbish the Riverbank Mil l Restau · 
mnt. It WllS built of stolle in 1837, 
starting off as a flour nUll. 
Cilll1c one owns MeasLer'. Old 

MlIIlllld Spencer's At The Water­
front on L:tkeshore Rd in Burling­
ton. two highly r-.tted restaurants. 
D rayton Theatres proposes to 

build a 600-seat liw theatre a �~�'�O �u �·� 

pic of blocks souU, of Waterscape. 
The new centre will also serve 3! 

tho corporate hc.adquartcr.i for lhc 
five other thcatrei Drayton oper­
ates in southwestern Ontario. 
A ...les office is open an the ,ite at 

170 Water St N., which ill Higbwny 
24 !K>Uth of Highway 401. from 2 
p.m. to 7 p.m. on Monday L,' 
Wedn esday, nOOn to 5 p.m. un 
weekends and cloJ!ed on Friday. 
More details are available , t 519­
620-9919 ,Illd www.waterscape.ca. 

SNAP TO IT! 
Snap a photo 
of the barcode 
with yO " ' weI>­
enabled smart· 
phone to view 

some extra liI ••iilil 
mobile �c �o�n�t�~�n�t� 

- r.ad the top 10 must'have 
features for today's home buy 
�e�~ �.� 

G"t lh. free app (or your phone 
at http://geUag. mQbI 

Note: Data charges may apply. 
Consult your wireless provider. 

.....EA PAGE PAGE the ward where Waterscnpe is be­
ing buil t ''The muni ip;lIlty will 
start recciving tar dollar> from 230 

coodoslte. De Haas said manyofbis 
pW'citaserslike the ideaofw:ltching 
trwIlS cross the tresUe, Ironl their 

Fo more information. go to: 
www.thestar.com/tag 


